
Inspect for damage or wear that could cause
leaks during freeze-thaw cycles

Test generators and ensure they are ready
for winter power outages

Inspect & Clear Roof Drains
Clear drains and scuppers of debris to prevent
standing water and ice

Test Fire Suppression Systems
Inspect fire sprinklers and hydrants to
ensure functionality in freezing conditions

Inspect Roof Membrane Inspect Backup Power

Insulate Pipes
Wrap exposed pipes in unheated areas to
avoid freezing and bursting

Trim Trees and Clear Debris
Remove overhanging branches and debris
to avoid damage during storms

Drain Exterior Water Lines
Shut off and drain unused exterior water lines
to prevent freezing damage

Prepare for Ice & Snow Removal
Arrange for snow removal and de-icing
services and restock de-icing materials

Locate Water Shutoffs
Identify main and individual shutoffs to
prevent water damage in emergencies

Review Emergency Plans
Update your ERP with contacts for
emergency services and contractors

Preparing your commercial property for winter is crucial to preventing costly repairs,
maintaining safety, and avoiding operational disruptions. Use this checklist to ensure
your building is ready for the colder months.

Taking these proactive steps will help protect your commercial
property from the impacts of winter weather, reduce potential

safety hazards, and avoid costly repairs and downtime.

Fully drain sprinkler systems to avoid water
freezing and damaging underground lines

Wrap exposed pipes in unheated areas like
crawlspaces or basements.

Clean Gutters & Downspouts 
Clear leaves and debris to prevent water
overflow and ice dam formation

Cover Exterior Faucets
Install faucet covers to protect against
freezing temperatures and burst pipes

Drain Irrigation Systems Insulate Pipes

Furnace Tune-Up
Schedule a professional inspection to
ensure your furnace is operating efficiently

Chimney Inspection
Have chimneys professionally inspected
and cleaned to ensure safe operation

Test Smoke Detectors
Ensure smoke detectors & CO detectors are
working properly

Trim Overhanging Trees
Remove any branches near your home or
power lines to prevent damage

Clear Yard Debris
Keep organic material away from the
foundation to reduce moisture buildup

Test Sump Pump
Ensure your sump pump is in working
order to prevent basement flooding

While you can’t predict when a disaster might strike, taking these steps
will help protect your home and reduce the risk of property damage. 
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REPAIR & RECONSTRUCTION

EMERGENCY PLUMBING

Many of the property losses we see each winter could have been avoided with
just a little extra care and attention before the cold weather set in.
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